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[Indosure.] 

Mabine-Hospital Sekvice, 
Office of Medical Officer in Command, 

San Juan, Porto Rico, June 10, 1899. 
Sib : I have the honor to announce the arrival of the United States transport MeCM- 
lan, two and one-half days from Santiago, Cuba, vfith 2 cases of fever on board, proba- 
bly malarial in character. This vessel is placed in quarantine to fulfill the five-day 
period of observation, in accordance with the quarantine laws and regulations of the 
United States. I have informed the adjutant general of this department that, under 
proper guard, there is no objection to unloading New York freight such as hay, meat, 
and vegetables, provided no one is permitted to board or leave the vessel. In this con- 
nection I have to respectfully request that you detail a guard, if you deem it necessary, 
to 'enforce quarantine during the progress of this discharge of cargo. The officers of 
the Government on board of this vessel assured me that, under these conditions, the 
quarantine laws will not be violated. 

Respectfully, yours, A. H. Glennan, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., Quarantine Inspector, Porto Bico. 
To Commander A. S. Snow, U. S. N., 

Captain and Commandant of the Port, San Juan. Porto Bico. 

Sanitary reports from Ponce. 

Ponce, Poeto Eico, June 12, 1899. 

SiE : I have the honor to transmit herewith the weekly quarantine 
report and abstract of bills of health for the week ended June 10. In 
the latter report I respectfully iuvite your attention to the remark 
opposite schooner Omega, "issued for Guayanilla." Guayanilla is a 
subport of Ponce, and as there is no oflBcer there to issue bills of 
health, I have always issued them for that port when requested. The 
port is only about 8 miles from Ponce. In the quarantine report I 
invite your attention to the remarks opposite the steamer Venezuela, 
wherein it is stated that the baggage of all passengers for this port was 
disinfected by steam and formalin. This is not strictly true as I could 
not disinfect all of it, but I disinfected as far as I could, and all that I 
thought at all dangerous or suspicious. I used steam by means of the 
steam chamber which was on board. The chamber was a small one, 
however, and so situated that everything that went into it got covered 
with coal dust. To put the baggage of first-class passengers into such 
a place was, I thought, more than even a quarantine officer could 
require, so I used formalin. 

The general health of Ponce continues good, and the sanitary work 
of the board of health is advancing steadily ; thorough inspections are 
being made of every house in the city ; cesspools are being systemat- 
ically cleaned ; the Streets are beiog looked after, etc. The appropria- 
tion for this work is still very little, however. There have been a few 
cases of measles here, and 1 case of scarlatina, with 1 case of smallpox 
make up the week's report of infectious diseases. I am now no longer 
requiring vaccination certificates for passengers leaving this port unless 
they are steerage. During the brief time I did require it, however, 
this office vaccinated about 200 people and examined and stamped, with 
the official seal, about 500 certificates; many of these were discharged 
soldiers. This office is still doing a small amount of vaccination. 

The port of St. Thomas still holds a quarantine against Ponce, but 
from several conversations I have had with the Danish consul at this 
port, I hope soon that it will be raised. 

I have three boxes of quarantine records for this port, which I had 
hoped to examine carefully before this, but the many changes I have 
had to make in my office have prevented me, and now that the whole 
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custom-house is undergoing general repairs necessitating another move, 
I will have to await another time. Prom the examination already 
made, however, I do not think there is much of interest among these 
papers. 

The army transports under the new orders are now no longer arriving 
at this port. They call only at San Juan. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Ponce, Porto Rico, June 14., 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that at the request of the collector of 
customs at this port, who made the request in compliance with instiuc- 
tions received by himself, I have been inspecting all aliens arriving at 
this port for some time. The orders issued to the collector were exceed- 
ingly broad, and gave him authority to reject any person he saw fit to 
reject, with the advice of the port physician ; so that the collector and 
myself practically formed an informal board to dispose of all cases. 
Eecently, however, an order has been issued from the War Department 
putting in force in this island the immigration laws of the United 
States. Under this order I am still inspecting aliens, without any orders 
from the Bureau, it is true, but I judged it wise to comply with the 
request. 

I have made no report of these inspections, since under the first 
orders all inspections were of an irregular description. Since the last 
orders were issued, however, I have been making regular inspections, 
and followed the same procedure which I have followed when doing 
such work in the United States. 

I give below the number inspected, with the rejections. If the 
Bureau desires a more detailed statement I can supply it. 

Under the first orders, the total number inspected from March 1 to 
June 9, 222; rejections, none. Under the last orders (United States 
immigration laws), June 12, steamship Miguel M. Pinillos, from Barce- 
lona, 7; rejections, none; June 13, steamship Le Georges Orotse, from 
Cuba and St. Domingo, 23; rejections, 1. This includes all aliens, 
cabin and steerage. 

Respectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. S. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis in the United States. 
[Continued from last Public Health Rkpobts.] 

Pennsylvania — Philadelphia. — One death from cerebro-spinal men- 
ingitis was reported during the week ended June 24. 

Ohio — Cincinnati.— Two deaths were reported from cerebro-spinal 
meningitis during the week ended June 16. 



